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in . the p:ess.grecently regarding the issue of whether.or not the CIA-
is: operat:.ng;,mth:.n -the constraints of the law.  In particular, this

confus:.on seems:: to a:::.se w:.th:.n the context of alleged. covert action
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: The:: ‘has:been- a good ‘deal of. confusion and m:.s:.nterpretat:.on
|
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“the. Senate Select Commrittee ‘on Intelllgence R
,_full Comm.ttee ‘hearing .today to hear about this issue...

: Jincluded;%but were not limited to, Mr.:William J. Casey,
Director:of Central: In..ell:.gence “Mr...John N. Mc.Mahon -Deputy Director
of Central.Intelligence; Mr.. Stanley Sporkin, .General Counsel of CIA;
Ambassador Thomas’ O._vEnders, ‘Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of
Inter-American;Affairs; . and numerous. other high-ranking officials "
of the:Intalligence" Comm:.ty .and the Department of State. .The
_ hearing” lasted.from’ :11:00-2.m. - this morning wntil aonrom.mately
! 1:00'p.m.™ ‘this-‘afternoon,; :and prov:.ded us w:.th a complete update ‘on

: material presented at'a prev:.ous full Coumn.ttee hearlnv in Febmary

’oz the’ funds prov:.ded in this-Act may be
Lsed..,'by,the ‘Central Intelligence Agency or the
‘of Defense.-to furnish military -
eqm.pmen.t m.l:.ta.ry training or advice, or "
L , tner,smort for:military- act:.v;t:.es, for the

purpose-of overthrcrw:.ng the government of -
Nicaragua- ‘or’ provoking a. m:x.l:.tary exchange
between N:.caragua .and Honduras. B
-:fv:.
© i Thus,”a:key. element of this’ 1aw relates to the purpose of
the U S. Government ‘and not to the expressed purpose . of the -

; = CInmy Judgmem:,‘the Senate’ Intell:.gence Committee has been kept
» fully and .currently informed of all U.S. Government activities - e
" involving Nicaraguz. .-I am convinced that no such activities are
" being indertaken by the U.S. Government for the purpose of over- -
. throwing the government ‘of Nicaragua or for provok:.ng a. mlltary
exchange between Nz.caragua and Honduras. e
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: The Dn.rector of Cen:ral Intelixgence has reconflmed this to me -
‘today, and I'am satisfied that the Agency is not v:.olatlng the letter B
or. t:he sprnt: of the-Bo a’xd Amendmem:._ _
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